GERMANY   THE   AGGRESSOR
driven from their native haunts by the encroachment
of the sea, and so had migrated southward in a mass,
fighting all the way.
in
The next time we meet the Germans in the pages
of history we come upon them once again as
invaders of Gaul. And on this occasion we are
privileged to learn much more about them. For
the Roman general whose task it was to deal with
them was none other than the great Julius Caesar
himself, who not only defeated them and drove
them back across the Rhine, but also left illuminating
descriptions of them in the immortal pages of his
Gallic ffiar* The first of the Germanic aggressors
was Ariovistus, a Suevic chief from the region of
modern Bavaria. About 70 B.C. he had led his hosts
across the Rhine, somewhere in the neighbourhood
of Basle, had occupied Alsace and Upper Burgundy,
and seemed likely to establish his dominion over the
whole country. Caesar, being determined to save
his Gallic allies, the Aedui, from subjugation, and
to safeguard the Roman Province (modern Provence)
from devastation, demanded the evacuation of the
occupied territory. Ariovistus, in a reply which for
studied insolence could hardly be improved upon
by a present-day German aggressor, repudiated
Caesar's claim to speak for the peoples of Gaul,
* Book IV, Chapters 1-3, and Book VI, Chapters 19-23.
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